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There is more to this story now...Turkson has clarified. More info asap.
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1. (SBU) Key Points:

e The Vatican is concerned about President Trump's environment policies.
s |t hopes that U.S. bishops and others will raise their voices in defense of the obligation to fight climate change
and, in time, can persuade the President to change his position.

e The Vatican is also worried about increased military spending at the expense of environmental protection,
diplomacy and foreign aid. End key points
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U.S. Environmental Policy “Challenge” to Vatican

2. {SBU) Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect of the Dicastery for Promoting Iintegral Human Development, told a group of
reporters March 30 that the President’s position on immigration and his efforts to roll back U.S. commitments on
environmental regulations are “a challenge for us.” Turkson said the Vatican was hopeful that things can change. The
first sign of hope, he said, is the growing number of "dissenting voices," who are calling attention to the scientific facts
surrounding climate change and the ethical obligation to act to protect the environment for current and future
generations. “This, for us, is a sign that little by little, other positions and political voices will emerge, and so we hope
that Trump himself will reconsider some of his decisions,” the cardinal said. Turkson noted that some American
bishops had already spoken out about the President's position, “and this could have an influence.” Perhaps, Trump will
come to see that not all the promises he made in the campaign would be good for the country, he added.

China Stepping Up

3. (SBU) A change in position is not impossible, Turkson said. “There is another superpower -- China -- that is
rethinking its position.” The cardinal noted that China has allocated funds for programs to reduce dangerous
emissions. “While Trump is moving in the opposite direction, there is another great power in the world, China, which is
showing different signs, as if America is creating a vacuum that China is filling,” Turkson said. He said the Vatican
hoped that positions by China, which is investing heavily in the export of clean energy products such as solar panels and
wind turbines, “would provoke a re-consideration of the positions of some countries, in this case the United

States.” The Vatican was also “very worried” that the U.S. budget, released on March 16, increased military spending
at the expense of environmental protection, diplomacy and foreign aid, he added.

4. (SBU) Comment: While the Vatican has been relatively quiet on Administration policy, it is likely to speak out more
frequently and forcefully in response to perceived “threats” to issues it holds dear: migration, refugees, foreign aid and
development, and protection of the environment. Of note is the call for the U.S. bishops to “raise their voices” in
defense of the obligation to fight climate change — a reflection of general Holy See policy to encourage local efforts to
deal with national issues. End Comment.
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